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Senator Lines, Sue asked: 
 
These questions relate to a story by Samantha Maiden that appeared in The Sunday Telegraph 
on 1 February 2015, titled Childcare rebate scheme is failing, with big business facing 1.5 per 
cent tax levy to pay for reform, the story said: 
 
"But in a move that will anger big business, the Abbott Government will ask Australia’s 3000 
largest companies to help pay for the overhaul by keeping in place the 1.5 per cent levy that 
was designed to pay for paid parental leave." 
 
And: 
 
"The Sunday Telegraph understands the $3 billion paid parental levy will remain in place to 
help pay for childcare reform. Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry Kate Carnell 
slammed the decision." 
 
1) Did the Minister or his office provide information to the journalist that led to the assertion 
that the Government would keep the levy and divert the money into child care? If so, what 
information was provided, by whom, and on what date? 
 
2) Did the Department provide any information or advice to the Minister’s office or to the 
journalist in relation to this story, either before or after publication? If so, please outline the 
nature of the advice, to whom it was provided, and when. 
 
3) If the assertion in the story was wrong or inaccurate, what steps did the Department and/or 
the Minister’s office make to have a correction or clarification published? 
 
4) Did the Department provide any advice to the Minister subsequent to the publication of the 
story regarding its accuracy and/or the source of information the journalist relied on?  
 
Answer: 
 

1) This is a question for the Minister. 
2) No. 
3) The Department has not taken any steps in relation to this article. 
4) No. 

 
 
 
 
 


